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Evangelism

Theme:
Why should we believe Jesus was God?
Thrust:
Jesus is the Savior, the Messiah, and also the Son of God.

Purpose:
The listeners will more accurately share Christ’s identity with the lost.

Introduction

1. Arouse Interest: [ILL: Different religious perspectives on Jesus]
2. Need: Do you know who Jesus is?

3. How can you know who Jesus was when you weren’t even there?

4. Subject: Today we'll see why we should believe Jesus was God since we weren’t there to see this for ourselves.

5. Background: In the first eighteen verses of this book, John presents Jesus as God made man. He also introduces John the Baptist, the forerunner of Jesus. John the Baptist had a mission as a witness of Jesus Christ, to testify about Jesus, so that all men might believe in Him.  Here we see the theology of John and the purpose of his book.
6. Preview: The remainder of John 1 that we will study today will show us reliable witnesses of three identities of Jesus. 

(The first identity of Christ is…)

I. John the Baptist witnessed that Jesus is the Savior (19-39). 

   [Jesus delivers from sin those who believe in Him]

A. John the Baptist proclaimed Jesus as Savior instead of focusing on himself (19-34):

1. John told the Jewish leaders that he was only God’s megaphone (19-28).

a) His interrogators wanted to know who he was.

(1) It makes sense that some thought John was Elijah—he ministered in the desert, he had strange camel-like clothes with rough appearance and weird diet, he appeared suddenly, and he sought to turn people back to God.

(2) Others mistakenly saw “the Prophet” like Moses of Deuteronomy 18:15 as different from Christ, but John denied being that Prophet or Christ himself.

(3) The focus of the Jewish leaders was on who John was.

b) But John’s focus was on who Christ was! 

(1) Edwin Blum in the BKC notes, “Interestingly in response to their questions John’s answers were progressively shorter: I am not the Christ (v. 20); I am not (v. 21); No (v. 21). He did not want to talk about himself, for his function was to point to Another.”

(2) John said that his water baptism was pitiful compared to One who would baptize with God’s Spirit!
c) But ironically, he doesn’t tell these unbelieving leaders who Christ was!  Why tell people anything if they have already decided not to believe?

2. John told the people that Jesus was the Savior—the Lamb of God (29-34).

a) People had long offered innocent lambs on altars to cover some sins.  But John knew that Christ was the Ultimate Lamb whose soon death would remove sin—not some but all sin!

b) God’s own Spirit verified this by “descending and remaining upon Him” (v. 33 NASB).
B. John even lost two of his disciples to Jesus after telling them that Jesus was the Savior (35-39).

1. “The first words the disciples heard from Jesus were, ‘What do you want?’ In one sense Jesus was asking a simple question and the disciples responded with a request for information as to where He lived. But the author seemed to imply more. Perhaps Jesus was also asking, “What are you seeking in life?”

2. “Jesus’ words of invitation were, Come . . . and you will see. A person must first come to Him; then he will see. In addition to their seeing where He stayed, these words may possibly also have a deeper theological implication.”
  By seeking Jesus, they would find out who he really was.
3. The cool thing about John was that he voluntarily pointed his disciples to Jesus rather than trying to make a name for himself.
C. We also must forget about ourselves and testify to others that Jesus is the Savior.

1. How much do you care about what people think of you?  It can be tempting to want to put our credentials out there—and Jesus later said that John was the greatest man ever to live—but you sure don’t find that from John himself.  His focus was Christ!

2. How about who we are as a church?  Today CIC reaches its 1000 person!  Seriously!  As of last week, we have had 996 people at a Crossroads service the past three years!  

a) But where are they now? About a third were in Singapore only briefly as visitors to the island.  Another 180 or so were part of us for a time until God moved them to other countries.

b) We are not in the business of being a mega church—we are only one voice in the wilderness to point the way to Christ.

3. Bottom line: It is NOT about us.  It is about Jesus and his saving work on the cross!

(Besides being the Savior, another identity of Jesus is that…)
II. Jesus’ first disciples believed that Jesus is the Messiah (40-42). 

    [Jesus is the King of Israel]

A. Andrew, one of the two disciples, first testified that Jesus was the Messiah to his brother, Simon (40-42).
1. I love this guy, Andrew.  What a guy! Andrew appeared two more times in John (6:4-9; 12:20-22); All three times he was bringing someone to Jesus!
2. Andrew doesn’t say we found the Savior—or the Son of God—but rather, we have found the “Messiah.”  What does “Messiah” mean?

a) “Messiah” means the “Christ.”  After all, his name was Jesus Christ, right?  Some think that Christ was Jesus’ last name—not exactly!  So what does “Christ” mean?

b) “Christ” means “Anointed One.”  Oh, that helps a lot!  What does “Anointed One” mean?

c) In the OT only priests and kings were anointed.  Jesus wasn’t an OT priest, so Andrew was telling his brother, “Hey!  I have found the King of Israel!”
B. Jesus was the promised Messiah, the King of Israel. 
1. Jesus later noted that his anointing was by God’s Spirit Himself when he claimed to fulfill the Isaiah 61:1 prophecy:

The Spirit of the Sovereign Lord is on me, 
because the Lord has anointed me 

to preach good news to the poor. 

He has sent me to bind up the brokenhearted, 

to proclaim freedom for the captives 

and release from darkness for the prisoners,

to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor” (NIV; cf. Luke 4:18-19)
2. All over the OT, the Messiah is promised to be a descendant of David who will rule over Israel and the world.  No wonder Andrew was so excited to meet Jesus and to introduce him to Peter!
C. He is not only the King of Israel, but also the King of Kings—with all rule and authority (cf. Matt. 28:18)!
1. He is appointed to rule but right now he is not exercising his rule over all the nations of the world.  If he was, the world would be in far better shape!

2. But he will return to set in order this messed up world.  Until then, we submit to him and wait.
D. Do you believe that Jesus has authority over your life?  Do you live like it?
1. Whether you believe it or not, he is still the boss!

2. However, acknowledging this can provide a wonderful sense of freedom!  For one, you don’t have to wonder what you are supposed to do.  You just do his will.  And there actually is no conflict between his will and yours when you submit to his rule: “Delight yourself in the Lord and he will give you the desires of your heart” (Ps. 37:4).
(Besides being the Savior and the Messiah, the other identity of Jesus is that…)

III. Jesus’ first disciples believed that Jesus is the Son of God (43-51). 

     [Jesus is one of the three persons of the Holy Trinity]

A. Jesus called Philip to follow Him to Galilee, and there, he found Nathanael and brought him to Jesus (43-46).
1. Even though the story so far took place in the south, the first disciples of Jesus were actually from the north—from Galilee—but they were south as John’s men. The narrative now moves up the north to Galilee itself.

2. Here Philip sees Jesus as the Messiah noted by Moses and the prophets.

3. But being from Nazareth is too much for Nathanael.  Why?

a) While in college I was part of our church drama team once when we acted out this passage.  As we practiced the skit, I read, “Milpitas?  Can anything good come from Milpitas?” as someone altered the script.  You see, I grew up in the SF Bay Area, and Milpitas was the town where all the sewage flowed.  When you drove through Milpitas, you always had your windows up!
b) Nazareth also had a poor reputation.  One writer says, “Nazareth had a Roman garrison (military post) and that garrison was pretty much all that Nazareth was known for. No special schools, seminaries or people had come from Nazareth.  The Jewish people of that day despised the Romans and their distrust of the Romans was so extreme that most Jews avoided any association with the town of Nazareth. In fact, the Jewish people who lived in Nazareth were viewed by their fellow people as spies or traitors.”

c) But you have to give credit to Nathanael for at least giving Jesus a chance, because he did get over his prejudice enough to come and meet Jesus, then…
B. Jesus proved his deity to Nathanael, and then he testified that Jesus was the Son of God (47-49).

1. I love Jesus’ reaction here.  Nathanael has just insulted his hometown, but Jesus sees beyond all that!  He miraculously saw where Nathanael was before Philip called him (48)—probably meditating.

2. Philip saw Jesus in verse 45 as the son of Joseph, but Nathanael sees much more—he is the Son of God (49)!

3. John the Baptist had earlier testified that Jesus was the Son of God (34). But now in Nathanael we have a man believe who wasn’t one of John’s disciples.

(But what does it mean that Jesus is the “Son of God?” Does this conflict with being God?  How can he be God and also the “Son of God”?  Aren’t these contradictory?  Not at all!)

C. Jesus being the Son of God means he is the second person of the Triune God.
1. Philip wouldn’t have known about the Trinity clearly here, but he would have known Psalm 2:6-7 where God says, “I have installed my King on Zion, my holy hill.  I will proclaim the decree of the Lord: He said to me, ‘You are my Son; today I have become your Father’” (NIV).  That’s likely why he links this to Christ being King of Israel.

2. However, for us, we know about the Trinity, so we can see even more here.
Conclusion

1. Why should we believe Jesus was God?  People quickly declared Jesus as Savior, Messiah, and Son of God (MI).
2. Now do you know what to tell pre-Christians about Jesus? He saves us from sin, is ultimate authority (King), and God himself (Restatement).
3. Don’t fear telling others who Jesus is. John the Baptist and Jesus’ first disciples told people who Jesus was and many people believed and were saved. Today most people really don’t know who Jesus is. Tell them so that they may also believe and be saved! (Application)

Study Questions (Step 1)

Context:
What did the author record just prior to this passage?

1. John has just finished the prologue of his gospel that claims Christ is the Word of God—or the one who clearly communicates who God is.

2. However, this is not the story as much as a declaration of the significance of the story.
Purpose:
Why is this passage in the Bible?

1. Now we get into the story of Christ for the first time in this gospel.

2. The point of the story is that people were immediately able to recognize Christ as Savior, King, and God.
Background:
What historical context helps us understand this passage?

1. The Jewish idea of the Messiah was clear about him being the King of Israel.  Less clear was his saving from sin and deity, even though these are noted in the OT.  

2. However, right here in chapter 1 we see all three of these titles applied to Christ.  This strongly hints to us that Jesus did not come as some mystical figure that hid his identity.  Rather, it was obvious to others that they were meeting this One who fulfilled these three key roles prophesied in the OT.
Questions

1. What does it mean that Jesus was the “Messiah” (1:19)?
2. How does the quote in John 1:23 differ from Isaiah 40:3?  Explain.
a) Isaiah called a remnant of Israel to return from Babylon, but John called a remnant of Israel repenting from sin.

b) So coming back to Jerusalem in the OT compares to coming back to God in the NT.

c) What they share in common is the nice highway for the dignitary.  Workmen leveled the roads to prepare so the dignitary would know that people were ready to receive him!

d) Isaiah was saying that when this happened, the “glory of the Lord will be revealed” (40:5).  He was thinking of the millennial kingdom when Christ’s glory would be revealed.

e) Of course, we now know that the nation did not repent, so John’s warning was not heeded.  However, we believe that since God says his glory will be revealed, this will definitely happen—but we won’t see it until Israel believes in the future just before the millennium.  
3. Where was the Bethany of 1:28?

4. What does “the Lamb of God” mean (1:29)?

5. How does chapter 1 contribute to John’s argument?

Outlines (Steps 2-5)
Who is Jesus?
John 1:19-51
Exegetical Outline (Steps 2-3)
Prologue:

In the first eighteen verses of this book, John presents Jesus as God made man. He also introduces John the Baptist, the forerunner of Jesus. John the Baptist had a mission as a witness of Jesus Christ, to testify about Jesus, so that all men might believe in Him.

Exegetical Idea: The reason readers should believe Jesus is God was because of the testimony of John the Baptist and Jesus’ first disciples as Savior, Messiah, and Son of God.
I. The reason readers should believe Jesus was the Word was because of the testimony of John the Baptist to various groups of Jesus as Savior and the Son of God (19-39).
A. (19-28) John testified to the Jewish leaders that he was not the Christ, nor Elijah, nor the Prophet, but he was the forerunner of the Christ.

B. (29-34) John testified to the people that Jesus was the Savior and the Son of God.

C. (35-39) John testified to two of his disciples that Jesus was the Savior.

II. The reason readers should believe Jesus was the Word was because of the testimony of Andrew, one of Jesus’ first disciples of Jesus as the Messiah (40-42).
III. The reason readers should believe Jesus was the Word was because of the testimony of Jesus’ first disciples of Jesus as the Son of God (43-51).
A. (43-46) Philip testified to Nathanael that Jesus was the Son of God.

B. (47-51) Nathanael declared that Jesus was the Son of God.

Sources:
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Purpose or Desired Listener Response (Step 4)
The listeners will believe and witness to others that Christ is the Son of God.

Homiletical Outline (Cyclical inductive form)—Steps 5-6

Subject: Why should we believe Jesus was God since we weren’t there to see this for ourselves?
Introduction

Who Is Jesus?

John 1:19-51 (Cyclical Inductive)

Introduction

1. Arouse Interest: [ILL: Different religious perspectives on Jesus]
2. Need: Do you know who Jesus is?

3. How can you know who Jesus was when you weren’t even there?

4. Subject: Today we'll see why we should believe Jesus was God since we weren’t there to see this for ourselves.

5. Background: In the first eighteen verses of this book, John presents Jesus as God made man. He also introduces John the Baptist, the forerunner of Jesus. John the Baptist had a mission as a witness of Jesus Christ, to testify about Jesus, so that all men might believe in Him.  Here we see the theology of John and the purpose of his book.
6. Preview: The remainder of John 1 that we will study today will show us reliable witnesses of three identities of Jesus. 

(The first identity of Christ is…)

I. John the Baptist witnessed that Jesus is the Savior (19-39). 

   [Jesus delivers from sin those who believe in Him]

A. John the Baptist proclaimed Jesus as Savior instead of focusing on himself (19-34).

B. John even lost two of his disciples to Jesus after telling them that Jesus was the Savior (35-39).

C. We also must forget about ourselves and testify to others that Jesus is the Savior [ILL: A friend who asked about Jesus].

(Besides being the Savior, another identity of Jesus is that…)
II. Jesus’ first disciples believed that Jesus is the Messiah (40-42). 

    [Jesus is the King of Israel]

A. Andrew, one of the two disciples, first testified that Jesus was the Messiah to his brother, Simon (40-42).
B. Jesus was the promised Messiah, the King of Israel. He is not only the King of Israel, but also the King of Kings. He is the ruler and the authority of the life of all believers (cf. Matt. 28:18).
(Besides being the Savior and the Messiah, the other identity of Jesus is that…)

III. Jesus’ first disciples believed that Jesus is the Son of God (43-51). 

     [Jesus is one of the three persons of the Holy Trinity]

A. Jesus called Philip to follow Him to Galilee, and there, he found Nathanael and brought him to Jesus (43-46).

B. Jesus proved his deity to Nathanael, and then he testified that Jesus was the Son of God (47-49).

C. Jesus being the Son of God means he is the second person of the Triune God.
Conclusion

1. Why should we believe Jesus was God?  People quickly declared Jesus as Savior, Messiah, and Son of God (MI).
2. Now do you know what to tell pre-Christians about Jesus? He saves us from sin, is ultimate authority (King), and God himself (Restatement).
3. Don’t fear telling others who Jesus is. John the Baptist and Jesus’ first disciples told people who Jesus was and many people believed and were saved. Today most people really don’t know who Jesus is. Tell them so that they may also believe and be saved! (Application)

Tentative Theme/Thrust Statements (Step 5)

Text

Possible Illustrations (Step 6)

1. Text

Possible Applications (Step 6)

1. Text
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